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ABSTRACT

AUTHOR: Willem Bek (COL), NL
TITLE: The Tao of War; Balance in the National Military Strategy
FORMAT: Strategy Research Project

DATE: 15 Apnl 1997 PAGES: 52 CLASSIFICATION: Unclassified

Esoteric wisdom is not restricted to tradition and religion. Modern subnuclear
physics, organizational systems theories and even teachings in “critical thinking” lead to
the same truth: cooperation forms the very foundation of life. This document illustrates
how individuals and nations can be guided by esoteric wisdom. The depicted trends for
the future support the expressed idealistic views. The reality of perpetually conflicting
interests between people and nations is not denied, however. Idealism and realism should
be balanced, although the current military documents emphasize warfighting.

The concept of Preventive Defense should be more explicitly expressed in the U.S.
National Military Strategy, the military doctrine and the Joint Vision 2010. The armed
forces need to be able to fight the nation’s wars, if necessary and preferably in coalition
with other nations. However, the structure, concepts, leadership and training of the forces
should show the flexibility to accept a more diplomatic role of the military, that can
prevent the need for use of other military power. To preserve the peace, one should not

only prepare for war, but foremost invest in alliances and mutual understanding.
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Introduction

Purpose of this paper

The purpose of this paper is to influence the behavior of those who will be
implementing or rewriting the National Military Strategy. It offers the reader a different
perspective on reality, and a broader scope on nature and the never ending conflicts

between opposites.

Questions at issue

In what way can mankind contribute to a larger period of peace? How can we
prevent war? What ancient “lessons learned” or “esoteric wisdom™ can we use in our
behavior to live in peace with our surrounding world, as a person and as a nation? Does
the current National Military Strategy reflect this wisdom? How can the NMS be

perfected, at least in terms of the way it will be implemented or executed?

Main point of view

This document focuses initially on a contemporary European point of view: Not
once since the end of the Second World War has Europe sought to impose its ideas on the
rest of the world, other than by setting an example of how to solve problems by
negotiation'. Notwithstanding this focus, derived from many sources of wisdom, it is well
understood that the current security environment in the world does not allow isolationism
or a total] reliance on non-violent strategies. It is the balance between opposites, the

middle way, that always promises the best results on a continuous basis.



Organization

This paper starts with an introduction of “esoteric wisdom”, also referred to as
“absolute knowledge” or “universal laws”, with some emphasis on Taoism. A variety of
sources is used to convince the reader of the universality of the principles. More
interesting details in this respect are incorporated in the endnotes. After depicting some of
the universal laws on the personal level, esoteric wisdom will be correlated with the
national level and the National Military Strategy. Different points of view will be
articulated and expected developments or trends will be taken into account. Implications
and consequences of the reasoning in this SRP will be delineated. The conclusions

contain suggestions for a balanced implementation of the National Military Strategy.



Esoteric Wisdom

The message

The essential message in all religions and many scientific and philosophical
theories is to accept and respect nature’s laws (the cycle of life and evolution). This is
wise advice, since there is no way to escape from these laws. Some call it God, others

r Buddha, Mohammed, Shiva, the Infinite, or just Nature. Most people do not recognize
3 this message, which will be elucidated and illustrated in this paper. They are merely
consumers, who know little and care less. Some people touched the truth briefly

somewhere in their lives, but very few live the message. Esoteric wisdom is literally

understood only by a chosen few.

To live according to nature’s laws has nothing to do with returning to our
primitive way of life of many thousands of years ago, although we have probably lost
some valuable skills and spiritual knowledge in the interim. It means accepting the
cyclical movements in nature, and seeing the unity of opposites. Accepting the cyclical
movements between opposites, and knowing the vibrations on each level of existence, are
powerful tools to influence future developments and improve the quality of life for
everyone. Practical examples on a personal and national level will be used to explain this,

after reviewing some of the sources that recognize this message from different branches

of knowledge.




Sources

tradition and religion

Esoteric wisdom is handed over from one generation to the next in many ways,
and is perhaps too obvious to attract much attention. It is the basis of all religions and can
be found in many books, like the Bible, Koran, Upanishads, Buddhist scriptures and Tao
Te Ching. Looking at the world today, however, it seems almost impossible to
communicate this universal knowledge in words. Still, the message is repeated over and

over again, in the United States for instance by Chief Seattle:

This we know. The earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. This we know. All
things are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are connected. Whatever
befalls the earth befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a
strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself

Likewise, Dr. Martin Luther King said in an affirmation of oneness:

Injustice everywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of

mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.’

Lao Tzu’s Tao Te Ching is one of China’s best loved books of wisdom, in which
all things are seen as interdependent and part of the cosmic whole. The book was
originally addressed to the sage and to the wise political ruler of the fifth century B.C.
Tao Te Ching means the Book (Ching) of How (Zao) things happen or work (7e). Tao
means the way, the process of the Universe and Nature, the right way of life. Tao is the
cosmic process in which all things are involved. All developments in nature, those in the

physical world as well as those in human situations, show cyclic patterns of coming and



going, of expansion and contraction. The basic oneness of the Universe also becomes

apparent in modemn physics at the subatomic level.

modern physics

Einstein’s special theory of relativity involved drastic changes in the perception of
space and time." It turned out that space is not three-dimensional and time is not a
separate entity. Both are intimately connected and form a four-dimensional continuity:
“space-time”. We cannot talk about space without talking about time, and vice versa. All
measurements in space and time lose their absolute significance. Scientists realize that
mass is nothing but a form of energy. Even an object at rest has energy stored in its mass:

E=MC?, in which C is the speed of light.

The “reality” in space and in the infinitely small area of atoms goes beyond our
comprehension. Atoms (one hundred millionth of a centimeter) are not the solid objects
everybody always thought, but turned out to consist of large empty spaces in which
electrons are running around.’ Classical (Newtonian) physics is still useful in day to day
life, in our zone of middle dimensions. Newton’s leading concepts of empty space and of
solid material bodies are deeply engraved in our habits of thought. We cannot imagine a
physical reality where they do not apply. Nevertheless, we should be aware that “our

reality” is only real in our mind and our zone of middle dimensions.

We have to abandon more and more the images and concepts of our language
when we enter the world of atoms. What we still call “mass™ appears to be a continuous

vibrating of tiny elements, a nuclear dance. Knowledge is no longer derived from direct



sensory experience. In studying the sub-atomic level, scientists have a non sensory

experience of reality equal to that of eastern mystics.6

Even the subatomic units of matter are not the solid building stones we would
expect. They are very abstract entities, which have a dual aspect. Depending on how we
look at them, they appear sometimes as particles, sometimes as waves. It seems
impossible to accept that something can be both a particle (an element contained to a very
small volume) and a wave (an element spread out over a large region of space). These

discoveries led to the quantum-theory, in which packets of energy were called quanta.

At the subatomic level matter does not exist with certainty at definite places, but
rather shows tendencies to exist. All the laws of atomic physics are expressed in terms of
probabilities to find a certain particle at a particular point in spaée and at a particular
time. We can never predict an atomic event with certainty. At this subatomic level, each
particle has no meaning on its own. It is connected with the other parts of the whole,
including the (human) observer. It shows that we cannot decompose the world into its
independently existing smallest units. As we penetrate into matter, Nature does not show
us any basic isolated building blocks, but rather appears as a complicated web of relations
among the various parts of the whole. The object’s interaction with the observer is
essential. We cannot speak about nature without at the same time speaking about

7
ourselves.



Systems theories

Esoteric wisdom is still being handed over to the next generation. Disney’s “The
Lion King” teaches our children about the circle of life. They learn not to take more than
they need. They may perceive how all systems in nature are connected, and are part of a
“food-chain”, but it will be more difﬁcuit to understand the higher connectivity and the

role of man in the entire universe.

In Organization Development theory, it is well recognized that organizations can
be seen as open systems, interacting with surrounding systems.8 The current trend
towards flattening organizations, from strictly hierarchical to organic organizations, can
be seen as replacing hierarchy with cooperative cycles, in which more people take up the

responsibility to lead themselves.

Even in leadership theory, the esoteric wisdom of finding the balance between
opposites is recognized. Craig R. Hickman is quite clear when he addresses the tension
between “managers” and “leaders”: “The real secret to long-term, enduring success lies
not in turning the tension into conflict or in trying to make the tension go away, but in

accepting the differences in order to tap the power of the tension.”

Critical Thinking

Managers and strategic leaders should be able to think critically in a world in
which change is accelerating and problems are increasingly complex. Richard Paul
recognizes in his book Critical Thinking that governmental, economic, social, and

environmental problems are interdependent. The forces to be understood and controlled

7
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will be corporate, national, trans-national, cultural, religious, economic, and
environmental, all intricately intertwined.'® The writer strongly recommends that we start
thinking in the long term, beyond short term advantages, and that we broaden our scope
even more. Again, this is an attempt to make us aware of our origin, our limitations, the

need for cooperation and our responsibility to comply with nature’s laws.



Esoteric Wisdom as guidance for a person

Language an obstacle

Notwithstanding the volume of explanations and examples above, the real
message still seems to be difficult to comprehend! The main cause of our ignorance is
found exactly in what our instrumentality of explication is: our language. Words
inevitably reduce the reality as we experience it to general outlines. Our language is a
system of abstracts, concepts and symbols, an “intellectual map” of reality. However, this
representation of the world has become our reality, and we have forgotten that the map is

not the territory!

Language is adapted to practical life only. People can communicate to one another
information of a practical character, but as soon as they pass to a slightly more complex
sphere they are immediately lost. It takes long training and education (often almost a
lifetime) to learn the specific language for a certain specific branch of knowledge,

whether it is scientific, religious, military or other.

People should be aware of this limitation called language, installed in them in
their very youth, which prevents them from comprehending many clear messages,
especially those of esoteric wisdom."! We have to experience this wisdom in another
way.12 Although few people reach full enlightenment in their devoted lifetimes, almost

everybody may have experienced some moments of intuitive insight.



Language influences our thinking, our perception of the world and our total
behavior. It makes us divide “our world” (actually the map of our world) into many
categories. We need this division to be able to communicate, to measure, and to compare.
We talk and think of North and South, Black and White, Good and Bad, Body and Soul,
Managers and Leaders. We distinguish nations, political groups, religions, ethnic groups.
It’s always us against them. But the polarities we see, or talk about, exist only in our
minds: they are conventions we made together in our language.13 All distinctions are two

opposite ends of a continuum.

Hlustrations

On the individual level there are abundant lessons to learn from Taoist and other
esoteric theories. They improve the quality of our life and are useful in the education of

our children. Perhaps “open doors”, but who is aware of them in daily life?

The first important lesson is: Know yourself. Be aware of your limitations."*
Recognizing that everyone is a product of his experiences, we will also understand that a

morality common to all does not exist.

The second lesson has to do with our goals in life. Contemplating what is
important in life, comprehending that all material gains vanish sooner or later, we will
find out that we cannot accomplish anything alone. The group needs the leader for
guidance and facilitation. The leader needs people to work with, people to serve. The
family supports the successful father in his career and the father takes care of the

education and well being of the family.

10



Profoundly understanding the need for companions to allow growth, it will not
take much effort to comprehend the next lesson. Try to resolve conflict in a peaceful way
and stop making enemies. Resolving conflict often means looking beyond our fears to
search for the facts. Taking time to find the truth, or at least to understand our opponent,
prevents many conflicts from turning into combat. Our response to conflict determines

the shape of our future.

Dealing with conflict requires flexibility. This lesson comes directly from nature.
Consider the lives of plants and trees. Whatever is flexible and flowing will tend to grow.

Whatever is rigid and blocked will shrivel and die.

Taoist, and many other religious theories promote a frugal lifestyle. Enjoy what
you have, instead of grasping for more at the cost of others. A leader should not pass out
grades for good performance. That would create a climate of success and failure.
Competition and jealousy follow. Emphasizing material success is the same: those who

have a lot become greedy, and those who have little become thieves.

Although there are many more lessons, we will end our sequence of illustrations
with the lesson of setting an example as a responsible and conscious person. Knowing the
restrictions of language and the difficulties of proper communication, the best way to
improve the world, is to start with ourselves. As stated before, awareness is the key to
change. Our change will affect our immediate surroundings, our children, our family, our
church, our neighborhood, and our work. Start with being aware, do not force yourself to

be different; trying too hard produces the wrong results.

11

O



12



Esoteric Wisdom as guidance for a Nation.

Esoteric wisdom is not limited to human beings. On the contrary, these universal
laws are applicable on each level of reality, as part of a huge system of systems.15 The
same rules apply for the behavior of persons, organizations and states. And on all these
levels we should recognize that “our work is our path™: It is not our knowledge, but the
example we set, our way of life, that will convince others and ultimately makes the whole

system survive and grow.

Dilemma

The restrictions of language that we experience at the individual level, have an
analogy at the national level. The cultural differences between nations are incorporated in
their languages, and one needs to learn about language, culture, history, religion, science,
traditions and lifestyle of a community to be able to really understand the intentions of its

members.

Modern communications confront nations with an extra challenge, witnessing
events all over the world without understanding the specific local culture. Seeing how
people suffer touches us deeply, depending on our own values and norms. Should we let

things go or interfere?

do not interfere with “nature”

At the national level, accepting nature’s laws means to accept that every nation or

tribe is at a certain stage of “development”, with the values and belief systems that belong

13



to that stage of development. It seems that this esoteric wisdom of “do not force nature”
has been abandoned by the developed countries in the West. They try impatiently to
impose their will and values on others, along with unrealistic timelines for implementing
change. They are trying to make their concept of democracy or governmental regime
work in areas and with countries in which people are used to strong family- and tribal
ties, or regional powers. These tribes, however, traditionally submit to the power of the

strongest and they are used to continuous change of power in their region.

what happens to them today, can happen to us tomorrow

The Quakers believe that once we recognize an injustice in our world, that
knowledge becomes part of us. We can no longer turn away in ignorance. That does not
necessarily imply violent interference. Witnessing injustice can take many forms, from
participating in demonstrations and writing letters to political activism. Organizations
like Greenpeace and Amnesty International show what can be done. It all starts with one
personal example. Nonviolent action can neutralize the cycle of violence and social
injustice. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote in his letter from Birmingham Jail that “one
has not only a legal but a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a

moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.”

During the civil rights campaign in America, people learned that segregation was
wrong, a contradiction of their very democracy. With marchers and freedom riders
dramatizing the injustice, the laws began to change, liberating the souls of many blacks

and whites alike from the chains of fear and discrimination. Non-violence even has power

14



against the ruthlessness of a Hitler. Many Danes, Dutch and even Germans refused to
carry out Nazi orders. The use of the media and internet by the opposition in Belgrade is a

recent illustration of non-violent resistance to obtain recognition.

the balance / the middle way

Not every soul in nations with inadequate or irresponsible governments can be
saved by the West. Neither will it be possible to make all world citizens aware of their
capability to take responsibility for their own lives. Natural disasters restore the balance

between sources and consumers, and often we can only relieve the victims.

Nevertheless we should do whatever we can to prevent tremendous suffering or
total anarchy. We can do so by teaching, educating and setting an example of how to live
according to nature’s laws: in balance with all other surrounding systems. This should be
done in a non-intrusive way, limiting ourselves to handing down the general principles.
We should let the local population fill in the details, in accordance with their culture and

their level of development and understanding.

Hllustrations

Like individuals, sensible nations can learn a lot from nature. To follow the same
sequence, the first requirement for any group, nation or organization is: know yourself.
Look back at history, and see how consistent the “Western” beliefs and values are. For
example, how did the Europeans set about to conquer this continent and establish the
United States of America? In search for (religious) freedom, they took away the freedom

of the native Americans. The “new Americans” seized their land and “educated” their

15



children in the Carlisle Indian School, as part of a larger boarding school system. Colonel
Francis Pratt is still honored and the U.S. Army proudly preserves the buildings of this
school. But the Indian School punished these children for speaking their own language
and indoctrinated them to be like the “new Americans”. Like other nations, the USA
needed some time to reach the level of understanding to treat all human beings like

equals.

After renewing the consciousness of how a nation became what it is, it should ask
what its values and interests are today. What are the goals of the nation, and how
consistent are they? Does it still want to reform the rest of the world, and why? Does it
still impose a personal agenda or value system on others? Is it still judging instead of
trying to understand? Also for a nation, being open and attentive is more effective than
being judgmental. Does the nation value long-term survival above short term
consumption? Does its political system provide a reliable vision for the future? Can it
foresee how its interests will change, or will they change with the government in charge,
like the ever changing mind of individuals? How consistent is its foreign policy?

Today’s friends, tomorrow’s enemies, or enduring coalitions?

With our long-term goals in mind, we should again realize that cooperation forms
the very foundation 'of life as we know it: creating all matter from subatomic energy
waves, combining the millions of cells that comprise our bodies, shaping all nature, art,
and human society. Many societies, East and West, recall a mythical “golden age” of
peaceful cooperation in the past. What keeps us today from seeing this harmony in nature,

from recognizing our interdependence? Fear. Whenever we feel our security is

16



threatened, we become defensive, hostile, and aggressive. This is true for individuals and
true for nations. To cooperate we must overcome our fears by building trust, developing a

deeper understanding of ourselves and one another!

As on the individual level, nations should resolve conflict in a peaceful manner.
For centuries the most common response to conflict has been violence: emotional,
physical, interpersonal and international. Many people equate conflict with war and seek
peace by designing the “perfect” society, repressing our individuality in an attempt to
eliminate conflict from our lives. It is not conflict itself, but how we respond to it that
produces violence! Conflicting values, conflicting interests are inevitable, intrinsic to life.
The polarities Yin and Yang are everywhere present. Opposition is not something to be
feared. On the contrary: facing conflict is how we learn. It is the basis of all thinking,
problem solving, creativity and personal development as reality conflicts with our
expectations. Old beliefs are always challenged by new discoveries. At a societal level,

we call it a paradigm shift. Through conflict we often learn to see more clearly.

Therefore a nation needs the flexibility to accept opposition and to deal with it in
a way that enables all parties to survive in an acceptable way. The leading nation does not
own people or control their lives. Leadership is not a matter of winning! It takes patience
and wisdom, but rendering selfless service, without prejudice, available to all, will bring
forth respect for the nation. Like the awareness and change of one individual can be the
offset for a better world, the example of a nation will bring trustworthy coalition partners

for the future and serve the long-term interests of all. Committed nations can make a

difference!




The best way to preserve peace for a nation is a balanced life, with compassion for
all creatures; and a sense of frugality, equality and modesty. Egocentric behavior isolates
from the common ground of existence. Compassion, sharing, and equality, on the other
hand, sustain life. Everything in the universe is connected, we are all one. Also for a
nation, efficient use of limited resources is wise. Setting the example is the way to

improvement.

With regard to setting an example, there are less positive developments in western
society, like increasing individualism, divorces and criminality; the loss of traditional
family life; a decreasing quality of education; and over-spending governments. According
to John L. Petersen, the U.S. has the highest illiteracy of any industrialized country, as
well as the highest divorce rate, highest number of single parents, highest debt per
household, highest crime rate, highest homicide rate, and highest per capita expenditures
on crime. The U.S. has one of the highest adult mortality rates, the highest infant
mortality rate, and yet the highest expenditure per capita for medical bills. It also has the
greatest economic disparity between the rich and the poor.16 The ever improving world-
wide communications do not only show the material prosperity of the developed

countries, but also their problems and vulnerabilities."”

These predominantly domestic challenges need to be engaged, if the U.S. wants to
retain its leading position in the world. Continuing domestic problems affect the
economic and politic reliability of a nation and could well lead to an inescapable negative
spiral. Priority for these domestic issues, at the expense of military modernization for

instance, is comprehensible. However, improvement could require one or more

18



generations, since the source of all misery is at the foundation of society: the education
and guidance within the family. The U.S. will have to learn that personal freedom must

be limited in some way to prevent total anarchy and the loss of all social systems.
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Esoteric Wisdom and National Military Strategy

The Tao of War

The current lack of willingness to spend money or lives on the preservation of
peace could very well be the center of gravity for U.S. and other Western countries, since
this inevitably leads to another conflict. If all elements in nature follow a cyclical pattern,
it is quite logical that after a period of peace, inevitably war will follow." Since only the

developed countries are in a position to lend a helping hand to other nations, isolationism

would not be the right way to implement the traditional law of “do not force nature”.

Esoteric wisdom will -by definition- never become common knowledge and will
probably not be able to prevent future wars. In the absence of an apparent immediate
threat, many nations are no longer willing to invest in massive military power. To prevént
falling into this trap, we should therefore make another conscious investment in a longer
period of peace and cooperation. The world-wide reduction of military power might offer
an opportunity to improve the world in an alternative, and even better way. The military
should have the flexibility to adjust its strategy, its structure, and the deployment of its
armed forces to seize this opportunity, instead of preparing for past conflicts. It should,

however, preserve its ability to mobilize enough forces to defend vital interests.

Prevention is better than cure

It is in a soldier’s interest to prevent a fight, if possible. Politicians should learn to

recognize beginnings. At birth, events are relatively easy to manage. That applies to
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plants and to international affairs. Engaged participants in international affairs will not
easily be surprised by the acts of other participants and forced to use military power. One
should never seek a fight. A person or a nation that initiates an attack is off center and

easily thrown.

Engagement, trying to understand the culture and behavior of other nations, can
prevent the need for the use of weapons. If other nations do not adhere to “our” rules, we
do not have to be the fast moving judge and jury. Showing the consequences of malicious
behavior can be more effective than punishment, especially if some of the world’s leading
nations combine their efforts. Showing the natural consequences for every act is in the
long run more effective than attacking the behavior itself, since it leads to mutual

understanding. Punishing others is punishing work and will not convince the antagonist.

A wise leader or leading nation should nevertheless have the flexibility to deal
with those who seem not to be listening. The use of force might be necessary to gain time
for a coalition effort to convince the opponent to treat others as he would like to be
treated. We should be able to convince any nation, in the long run, that it needs the
cooperation of all other nations to address organized crime, terrorism and environmental

threats, and to secure the economic prosperity of all.

Preventive Defense

The U.S. National Military Strategy embodies many lessons from Esoteric
Wisdom, and sets the right priorities: peacetime engagement, conflict prevention,

deterrence and ultimately being ready to fight and win. The Secretary of Defense, Mr.
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Perry, went even further with his concept of Preventive Defense. Preventive Defense
creates the conditions which support peace, making war less likely and deterrence

1
unnecessary."’

In his address to the Kennedy School in 1996, Mr. Perry calls Preventive Defense
the first line of defense, and mentions a number of tools to create the conditions for
peace. He emphasizes the programs to counter the proliferation of WMD, like the
Cooperative Threat Reduction Program to reduce the nuclear weapon complex of the
nations of the former Soviet Union. Mr. Perry also notes that the most coherent institution
in many new democracies is the military force. It can help support democracy or subvert
it. This important institution should not be ignored, but positively influenced. Teams of
American military officers and civilians are helping nations to build modern, professional
military establishments under strong civilian defense leadership, like in Hungary and
Romania. Confidence-building measures, like developing openness about military
budgets, plans, and policies, will help to build trust between countries. The Partnership
for Peace program reaches out to all European nations and is the beginning of integrating
them into the security architecture of Europe. Mr. Perry affirms that Preventive Defense
is a strategy for influencing the world, not compelling it to our will. He also
acknowledges that Preventive Defense will not always work, and that strong, ready

forces have to be maintained.

The speech of the Secretary of Defense provided more detailed information on the
first line of defense than can be found in the National Military Strategy or the military

doctrine. The doctrine for joint operations emphasizes the use of high tech weapon-




systems (air- and seapower) to prevent close combat situations and inevitable casualties.”!

This doctrine requires investments in high tech weapons and personnel with technical
skills, while Preventive Defense requires a larger number of personnel with very

different skills.

The Joint Vision 2010 aims for “full spectrum dominance” by developing four
operational concepts: dominant maneuver, precision engagement, full dimensional
protection and focused logistics.22 The character of this specific military document seems
not to allow a more diplomatic approach. It must be clear, however, that the effective
application of skilled military foreign area experts, employed both as individuals and in
units organized for Preventive Defense / cooperative engagement, can prevent the need
for the use of (precision) firepower with its escalating effects. No high tech sensor is able
to determine intentions or to bridge cultural gaps. Foreign area experts, however, will
understand the views and intentions of the people they live and work with, and will
constitute an investment towards the establishment of a long term friendly relationship.
Since neither friends nor enemies are forever, these military foreign area experts should

be employed in all nations of interest to the U.S..

Mr. Perry’s address should be the basis for the execution, and perhaps the
updating, of the National Military Strategy. The basic defensecapability, a prerequisite for
any independent and sovereign nation, should be balanced with a more holistic approach
to global defense. Parts of the capability necessary to deter and fight can also be used to
prevent, although it will ‘require adaptations in structure and training of the forces. The

combination of diplomacy and military cooperative engagement will result in better
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understanding of, and human intelligence on the region involved, reducing mutual fears

and improving the likelihood of prolonged cooperation.
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Current and projected trends for the future

End of central state-supremacy

One of the trends of our age is the crumbling of centralized structures and the
emergence of grassroots democracy, especially in Eastern Europe and Africa, but also in
some major “Western” cities. It is probably the best way to overcome cynicism, apathy,
and feelings of powerlessness in disillusioned developed countries, and it is the best way
to start democracies in developing countries. Personal freedom should, however, be

submitted to the authority of law to prevent criminality, tribalism and total anarchy.

A strategy of engagement can assist these countries, but has to be executed by
people who are aware of esoteric wisdom. In the long run that will be more effective than
deterrence with precision weapons. In coordination with countryteams, this kind of
engagement could be performed by small, Special Operations Forces (SOF)-like, military

units through the conduct of internal development-type operations.

The role of nations will decline with emerging international cooperation, in the
political, economic, and military domain. Robert Reich, Secretary of Labor, offers a

plausible perspective in his book The Work of Nations:

We are living through a transformation that will rearrange the politics and economics of the
coming century. There will be no national products or technologies, no national corporations, no
national industries. There will no longer be national economies, or at least not as we have come to
understand that concept. All that remain rooted within national borders are the people who

comprise a nation. Each nation’s primary assets will be its citizens’ skills and insights.?
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This means not only that we have to invest in education and training to improve the
effectiveness and quality of our workers, it also incites prolonged cooperation with other
nations. It is acknowledged that people in most parts of the world still need identification
with, and want to belong to a nation, sometimes even driving towards (extreme)
nationalism, but that an increasing amount of power is shifting to economical unions,
information systems (Internet), multinational business and intergovernmental

organizations.

Change in society

Supported by the experimental results in modern physics, the very underpinnings
of reality -philosophy, theology, ethics, sociology, and so on- may change in a period that
could be labeled as a new Renaissance. Esoteric wisdom is beginning to take hold in
Western society, and is embraced by an increasing number of inner-directed people. They
are not significantly influenced by the attitudes and actions of others, but look within
themselves for direction. This inner-directed segment of the population is growing in all
major Western countries, helped by the information technology explosion and leading to

a radical new understanding of re:ali’cy.24

According to John L. Petersen in his book The Road to 2015; Profiles of the

Future, a new paradigm will evolve as the inner-directed values increasingly establish a
more influential position in society: Because people can directly influence their reality,
there will be decreasing tolerance for those who do not take the responsibility of doing so.

Those individuals, for instance, who are a burden on society because of poor health or a
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form of dependency (drugs, alcohol) may find themselves without the traditional
sympathy or support that they previously were accorded. No one can any longer blame
“them”; one’s problems are not the fault of society or of external circumstances. The law
of causes and consequences will become general knowledge, and people will recognize

their interdependency.

Change in the characteristics of conflicts

There seems to be a trend which indicates that wars between nations may be
replaced by religious and ethnic conflicts. Only seventeen of the hundred wars since 1945
were between nations. The Persian Gulf War, an inter-nation war, resulted in the loss of
20,000 to 30,000 Iraqis, but the struggle for independence in Algeria caused between
200,000 and 300,000 victims. The “Trinitarian War” of Von Clausewitz, in which the
government deploys armed forces in a large conflict and the population has to furnish

manpower and material, may be a thing of the past.2 >

The current system of warfare, which generally involves a massive buildup of
forces through a few major ports and airfields, is particularly vulnerable to threats like
weapons of mass destruction and unconventional warfare. Modern guerillas and terrorists
avoid conventional battle and instead attack soft targets, such as rear-area installations or
national will. We can expect future enemies to fight us in ways that make the present U.S.

military superiority irrelevant.”®

Many future conflicts will probably be guerrilla-like, and conventional army units

are only partly effective against such a threat. Threats like international terrorism and the

29



proliferation of weapons of mass destruction cannot be faced by isolating oneself from
potential opponents. They call for preventive strategies, for educating others, for

negotiating and peaceful conflict resolutions.

Moreover, the future will likely be dictated by cooperating nations in global
economic blocks, and perhaps the nations themselves will lose their efficacy. Many
threats are already beyond boundaries, like terrorism, international criminality, drug
trafficking, global pollution, mass migrations, and the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. The remedy should also be international; worldwide coalitions will be
necessary to solve crimes, deal with their causes and relieve the victims. The
technological developments, global communications, and information explosion allow a

world-wide approach and a shared database if the nations of the world cooperate.

Change in the structure, concepts, and leadership of armed forces

The NDU study “2015: Power and Progress” concludes that the United States

might face a hostile great power in the future, but should de-emphasize large military
platforms as the basis for force structure, organizing forces and devising operational
concepts and pla:ns.27 The study recommends a continuing engagement by increasing
information sharing and training with allies and potential coalition partners. If Preventive
Defense would not have the desired effect, the local forces in these coalitions would
supply more of the firepower and infrastructure, and Americans would provide more of

the information, associated systems and stand-off weapons.
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Armed forces will find increased employment for small and specialized units in
support of other nations or coalitions. Large units like Corps, Divisions, or even Brigades
will less often be deployed. Due to the rate of use of certain units, like engineer, service
support, intelligence, civil affairs and communications battalions, it might be necessary to
adjust the active force structure. A trade-off of less active divisions in favor of more
active Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations Units could be necessary to meet future
requirements. Competing requisitions, like domestic challenges with regard to education,
health care, and criminality, urge for conscious governmental choices with regard to the
use of the scarce resources, and will probably emphasize the need for a shift in the

composition of active forces.

The change in leadership is already taking place. The speeches of the Army chief
of staff are available on the World Wide Web, and his “yellow pages™ are sent by
electronic mail to influence all levels of the organization. All leaders soon will recognize
that they are not only the commander who ultimately makes the decisions, but also a team
member that should make his team aware of his vision, his philosophy, and the change he
is going through with the whole team. The values of the youth of today are different and
more individualistic than ever. Leaders will have to teach their team members to
participate actively. Only then can the hierarchy change into the organic organization that

is flexible enough to confront the volatile, uncertain, challenging, and ambiguous future.

Military leaders on all levels will more often need diplomatic and linguistic skills.
They need to be aware of cultural differences and to be able to deal with them. They will

have to work closely with civilian government and non-governmental agencies, and will
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be subjected to global publicity in all their actions. If military power is to be fully and
seamlessly integrated with other elements of national power, political skill is vital for

officers at all levels. 2

International solutions

No international situation is permanent, and part of the responsibility of leading
nations is to accept and sometimes even assist changes, some of which they will not like.
Leading nations should try to achieve this in a peaceful way, using all elements of power
to improve the situation gradually. They should invest in peace-time relationships and
teach developing nations to govern and defend themselves. In the same way, esoteric

wisdom should be used to teach warring factions to resolve conflicts peacefully.

Applying force should be limited to resisting changes that threaten the general
peace. Western countries must be prepared to apply this force, if necessary, but should
then act in coalition with other powerful nations to show their united strength and
determination to preserve world peace. The United Nations, PGO’s and PVO’s should be
used extensively. A recent example of the willingness to contribute to world peace is the
participation of 8 smaller countries in a UN Stand-by Forces High Readiness Brigade

(SHIRBRIG), with a permanent headquarters in Copenhagen (Denmark).29

Resolving conflict, like on the individual level, means searching for the facts and
taking time to find the truth. For individuals, groups, and nations, active listening can

build an atmosphere of trust and understanding. The IF-program at USAWC builds

32



bridges of understanding throughout the world! Consensus takes time: Time to listen,

time to explain, time to learn. But it builds enduring bonds.

When the challenges become more complex, no one has the solution in his pocket
and strategic leaders have to accept that they are merely facilitators of the process
towards a solution, part of the team. Analogously, leading nations face a reality in which
only teamwork can bring progress. “New” missions like Peacekeeping and Humanitarian
Aid Operations provide the opportunity to build teams all over the world, and share

practical experience with other nations.

As aresult of the aging of people in the developed countries and the steady rate of
birth in developing countries, the center of wealth will shift to foreign markets in the
longer term. Consequently, the role of developed countries in these “security-teams”
could shift as well, but for the foreseeable future the United States will be a leading team
player, providing the technology, the intelligence and the management. Embracing this
role, it provides a unique opportunity to experience the paradox that power comes
through cooperation, independence through service, and a greater self through

selflessness.
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Implications and consequences

Using esoteric wisdom in one’s life, being aware of what is going on around us,
makes our lives richer. It changes us from mere consumers to people who take
responsibility for the quality of their lives and of the communities they influence. It might
seem to bring less pleasure in the short term, but will result in a more joyful, peaceful,
and relaxed existence. Seeing the relationships among all things in reality, and especially
our contribution in this huge system of systems, will strengthen us to “sacrifice” a further
accumulation of our individual material profits in order to improve the wider community,
knowing that this ultimately will contribute to the improvement of our state of affairs. It
requires a long term vision, patience, and flexibility to ride the waves of nature. The most

important requirement is to let go our greed, arrogance, self-complacency, and fear.

At the national level, priorities will have to be set at gaining economic prosperity
without depleting the world’s resources, at solving the many domestic challenges, and at
promoting world-wide cooperation. Instead of individual achievement and competition,
the focus should be on cooperation, family life, group learning, and social skills. That
will produce “inner directed” citizens with a long term vision, able to support themselves,
their families, and their communities. They will understand the essence of nature and

recognize that the common goal is survival of the system as a whole.

It may take several generations to change the culture of the Western society, since
it is eagerly trying to alter the East! Nevertheless, a new Renaissance might be near and

things might change more rapidly when we will have to accept that we are no longer the




dominant economic force in the world. Military power might be looked upon as a drain
on the national treasury, if it cannot be used to preserve peace. Participation in military

operations other than war (MOOTW) is therefore predestined.

The military should have the flexibility to adjust its strategy, its structure and the
deployment of the armed forces to seize the opportunities of MOOTW. Other skills will
be needed, but the war-fighting skills must stay part of the basic training. The higher
operational tempo will make less time available for training. Moreover, morale and re-
enlistment rates may suffer from the human toll on those separated from their families.
On the other hand, offer MOOTW an opportunity to practice in the real world, selflessly
contributing to world peace. This must be more motivating than exercising in a simulated

or virtual reality.

As defense spending declines further, the U.S. military will increasingly need to
rely on coalition partners to perform all their missions, and the other way around. A real
investment in peacetime relationships will not allow further reductions in personnel. It is

the human factor that will enable a nation to promote its interests.

A need for flattening the command and control structure is likely when smaller
units will be deployed independently and automation increasingly supports centralized or

decentralized control of the operations.

Without sacrificing the U.S. technological advantage and war-fighting capability,
the armed forces should have the flexibility to invest in human intelligence and peace
time relationships. The concept of genuine Preventive Defense requires “warrior

diplomats”, organized in small and specialized units, to assist diplomatic initiatives. They
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will allow the United States to set an example for the world. A more extensive use of
small military units, Foreign Area Officers (FAO’s), and Special Operations Forces could
build long-term relations and serve world peace, where the use of advanced technology
and decisive military power only generate temporally short term solutions. The military
must, however, still conserve the ability to prepare for massed conflicts, since war will

never be exterminated.
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Conclusions.

Nations should have a strategic vision, based on esoteric wisdom. Ideally, this
vision should guide their behavior. Like individuals, they should be fully and
continuously aware of the consequences of their actions, recognizing the natural flow of
events between opposites and striving for balance in the long term. Like individuals, they
should not focus on short term (material) gains that will be impossible to hold in the long

term.

This strategic vision should recognize that the authentic interests are the same for
all nations. All would prosper in a clean and peaceful world with mutual trust based on
open communications, free trade, and sharing of information to counter all international

challenges.

It is the obligation of leadership, as a person or as a Nation, to govern or educate
others to live in conscious harmony with natural law. The future of leading nations
depends on their behavior with regard to other (developing) countries. Cooperation forms

the very foundation of life.

Modern armament and well organized armed forces will always be necessary to
deter others who are ignorant of esoteric wisdom. A strategic leader, or leading nation,
should however understand that the war-fighting capability must be balanced with a more

holistic approach to improve the world. With the end of the Cold War we should move




forward into cooperation, and not fall backward into the old paradigm and postures of

defensiveness.

That requires a strategy in which deterrence is balanced with genuine engagement
and developmental aid. In such a strategy the armed forces will be used for deterrence
and peace-keeping in other ways. To invest in peace-time relationships and to promote
mutual understanding, measures should be taken to become acquainted with language,
culture, history, religion, science, traditions and lifestyle in all nations of interest. The
remedies to the changing character of conflicts and the international threats are

international cooperation and mutual understanding.

The concept of Preventive Defense, presented by Secretary of Defense Perry, fully
complies with this strategic vision, but it is not very apparent in the U.S. National
Military Strategy, the military doctrine or the Joint Vision 2010. It is recommended to
express Preventive Defense more explicitly in these military documents, and to adapt the

structure, concepts, leadership and training of the forces to achieve these insights.

This recommendation for more emphasis on Preventive Defense is not a call for
less reliance on technology and war-fighting capabilities than current trends indicate the
U.S. is moving towards. It does mean, however, that the anticipated sweeping personnel
reduction to be derived from improved technology will not be possible due to the people-
intensive nature of Preventive Defense. The human factor is decisive for long-term

friendly relations, that can prevent the need to use destructive power.
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If Preventive Defense is to be taken seriously, the Embassy Country Teams of the
U.S. should positively be the first line of defense for the United States of America.
Foreign Area Officers, small military units, or Special Operation Forces, would conduct
the “in the weeds™ Preventive Defense operations, depending on the local circumstances
and in coordination with the Country Team. This more diplomatic role of the military
would improve the acquisition of human intelligence, and along with that contribute to a

better understanding and an enduring peace.

With this emphasis on “esoteric wisdom” and Preventive Defense / cooperative
engagement, the armed forces of the United States would truly be living up to the motto

of the United States Army War College: “Not to promote war, but to preserve peace.”
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